
MacLeod–Newton Connections, CAS Outcome Change, 
Nightingale Conflict, and Reasonable Apprehension of Bias 
Evidence Map Showing Undisclosed Local Legal, Judicial, CAS, Household, and 
Witness Overlap 

This evidence binder documents a cumulative appearance-of-bias concern arising from 
overlapping legal, judicial, CAS, household, and witness connections surrounding Justice 
Robert MacLeod and Adam Newton. 

The issue is not one isolated connection. The issue is the combined effect of Justice 
MacLeod’s long-standing MHN / Norfolk legal-network history; his prior CAS role; CAS 
identifying him as its case-management judge; CAS changing a verified sexual-harm finding 
to “inconclusive”; Mr. Newton’s connections to MHN lawyers; Justice Nightingale’s prior 
conflict / recusal issue; Justice MacLeod’s confirmation that Justice Nightingale was his 
former law partner for approximately 12 years; and the Nightingale family’s connection to 
Mr. Newton and Zaria as proposed witnesses. 

There are no comparable connection boxes to Melanie Grillo. 

Executive Summary 

This binder supports the position that the trial engaged a cumulative reasonable 
apprehension of bias and undisclosed conflict arising from an overlapping local legal and 
institutional network. 

Justice MacLeod was not disconnected from the local actors. His own background places 
him within the Cline Backus / Nightingale / MHN successor-firm network and records prior 
work for CAS Haldimand-Norfolk. CAS later identified Justice MacLeod as its case-
management judge. Mr. Newton was connected to MHN lawyers Maria Kinkel and Jamie 
Pereira. Kathy Ferguson / Kathy MacLeod was identified as MHN’s Office Administrator, 
creating a spouse / household / professional overlap with the same firm network. 

The CAS file is central. Mr. Newton had been the subject of a child-protection file involving 
sexual-harm concerns. CAS initially verified sexual harm on a balance of probabilities. That 
verified finding was later changed to “inconclusive” after an internal review, without any 
identified new evidence, changed facts, or fresh investigation. The changed label was then 
used to support an “alienation” narrative. 

The Nightingale issue is also central. A 2022 CAS note records that a court attendance 
could not continue because the covering judge was a friend and there was a conflict. In 
2023, CAS responded directly to concerns about Mr. Newton’s relationship with Justice 



Nightingale. At trial, Justice MacLeod confirmed that Ryan Nightingale was Justice 
Nightingale’s son, that Ryan and Leanne Nightingale were on Mr. Newton’s witness list, and 
that Justice Nightingale had been Justice MacLeod’s law partner for approximately 12 
years. 

A reasonable apprehension of bias does not require proof of actual bias. The issue is 
whether an informed person, viewing the matter realistically and practically, would 
reasonably perceive that the case was not decided on a neutral evidentiary record. 

There are no comparable connection boxes to Melanie Grillo. 

EVIDENCE BINDER INDEX 

Exhibit A — Bias / Connections Chart 
Exhibit B — Justice Nightingale 2022 conflict / recusal CPIN note 
Exhibit C — Kinnear to Slade re Nightingale / MacLeod / CAS change in outcome 
Exhibit D — MacLeod background: 1998 firm, partner in 2004, CAS overflow counsel 
Exhibit E — MacLeod MHN / MacLeod Pereira Kinkel profile 
Exhibit F — MHN name-change / successor firm proof 
Exhibit G — Maria Kinkel MHN email to Adam Newton 
Exhibit H — Jamie Pereira as Newton’s criminal defence lawyer 
Exhibit I — Kathy Ferguson / Kathy MacLeod MHN Office Administrator / spouse overlap 
Exhibit J — MacLeod confirms Nightingale ties at trial 
Exhibit K — Newton confirms Leanne/Halle/sleepover 
Exhibit L — Halle / Zaria disclosure-related CAS notes 
Exhibit M — OPP / CAS interview coordination re child witnesses 
Exhibit N — CAS Verified Sexual Harm on a Balance of Probabilities, Then Revised the 
Finding to “Inconclusive” 

CENTRAL ISSUE 

The issue is not whether any single connection proves actual bias in isolation. The issue is 
whether the cumulative, undisclosed overlap between Justice MacLeod, Adam Newton, 
MHN lawyers, CAS, Justice Nightingale, the Nightingale family witnesses, and Kathy 
MacLeod / MHN created a reasonable apprehension that the case was not decided on a 
neutral evidentiary record. 

There are no comparable connection boxes to Melanie Grillo. 



 

EXHIBIT A — Bias / Connections Chart 

Document: Bias / Connections Chart — MacLeod and Newton 
Purpose: Visual overview of the documented connections between Justice MacLeod, 
Adam Newton, MHN lawyers, CAS, Justice Nightingale, Nightingale family witnesses, and 
Kathy MacLeod / MHN, contrasted against no comparable connection boxes to Melanie 
Grillo. 

  



Bias / Connections Chart: Justice MacLeod and Adam Newton
Evidence-backed appearance-of-bias map: MHN, CAS, Nightingale, and spouse/household overlap vs. no comparable connection boxes to Melanie Grillo

Justice MacLeod Adam Newton Melanie Grillo

MHN Lawyers / predecessor-successor firm network
MacLeod: MHN lawyer/partner; joined Cline, Backus, Nightingale and McArthur, became 
partner in 2004, and remained with successor firms throughout his career until 2019.
Newton: connected to MHN lawyers below.

E1-E2

Newton's MHN lawyers - Maria Kinkel and Jamie Pereira
Kinkel: Retained civil lawyer for Adam Newton, signed Partner, MHN LLP.
Pereira: OPP record identifies him as Newton’s retained criminal lawyer. Separate records also 
identify Pereira as acting as counsel for the Federal Crown. Issue: overlap between Newton’s 
retained criminal counsel and Crown-court role in same local legal community. E2-E3

Kathy MacLeod / MHN Office Administrator / spouse 
Kathy: Kathy (Ferguson) MacLeod is MHN Lawyers Office Administrator. 

MacLeod: Kathy MacLeod is married to Justice Robert MacLeod.

Issue: spouse/household/professional overlap with the firm connected to Newton. E9

Local CAS / CFSGE
MacLeod: CAS counsel identified him as “our case management judge”; bio confirms he's overflow 
trial counsel for CAS Haldimand-Norfolk.

Newton: subject of CAS protection file / verification; CAS offered supervised parenting time to 
Newton in Jan. 2023 while sexual-harm finding in place. E4-E5

CAS outcome change
Sept. 2022-Feb. 2023: Verified sexual-harm finding against Newton was later changed to “inconclusive”.  
Jan. 2023: CAS offered supervised parenting time while CAS’s verified sexual-harm finding remained in 
place.
Issue: verified sexual-harm later changed to inconclusive; no new evidence, changed facts, or fresh 
investigation has been identified to justify the change; inconclusive is not a finding that it did not happen.E5

Justice Nightingale - prior conflict / former law partner

2022: CAS records - Newton advises covering judge (Nightingale) was a friend and "there was a conflict.” 
2023: CAS letter - Nightingale does not routinely preside over their cases and that MacLeod is their case 
management judge.
2025: MacLeod confirmed Justice Nightingale is former partner of 12 years and they work on same local 
court bench. E6-E7

Nightingale family witnesses - Ryan, Leanne, Halle

MacLeod: confirmed (1) Ryan is Justice Nightingale’s son, (2) Ryan/Leanne were on Newton’s witness 
list, (3) Leanne is Ryan's wife, and (4) Ryan is his son's age.
Newton: identified Leanne as Halle’s mother, Halle as Zaria’s best friend, and Nightingale’s 
granddaughter, and confirmed Halle slept over at his house. Zaria disclosed Halle was present during 
abuse by Newton at Newton’s house. E7-E8

No comparable
connection boxes

shown here

No MHN, CAS, Nightingale,
judicial-family, or spouse/household

connection shown for Mel Grillo.
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Evidence tags:
E1 Canada.ca MacLeod biography; E2 MHN/Kinkel materials; E3 OPP/Pereira occurrence; E4 Kinnear Jan. 26, 2023 CAS supervised-time letter; E5 Kinnear Feb. 24, 2023 MacLeod/CAS outcome letter; E6 2022 CAS contact log re prior conflict; E7 May 14, 2025 transcript re
MacLeod/Nightingale/Ryan/Leanne; E8 Newton document re Leanne/Halle/sleepover; E9 Kathy Ferguson/MacLeod MHN administrator and spouse screenshots.



 

 

EXHIBIT B — Justice Nightingale 2022 Conflict / Recusal Note 

Document: Justice Nightingale — 2022 Recusal 
Purpose: CAS contact log recording Adam Newton’s report that a court attendance could 
not continue because the covering judge was a friend and “there was a conflict.” 
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EXHIBIT C — CAS Letter re Nightingale, MacLeod, and Outcome Change 

Document: Kinnear to Slade re Nightingale and MacLeod 
Purpose: CAS counsel responds directly to concerns about Mr. Newton’s relationship with 
Justice Nightingale, states Justice MacLeod was “our case management judge,” and refers 
to a “recent review of the file and resulting change in outcome.” 

  



February 24, 2023

Monique Slade VIAEMAILTO: MSlade@shlaw.ca
Scarfone Hawkins LLP

th1James StS, 14Floor
Hamilton, ONL8P4R5

DearMs. Slade:  

RE: Grillo/ Newton child: ZariaGrillo-NewtonDOBJune1, 2018

Weacknowledge receipt ofyour letterdatedFebruary 23, 2023. 

Justice Nightingale doesnotroutinely preside overchildprotection matters inthis
jurisdiction, infact, Justice MacLeod isourcasemanagement judge.Anyworries that

ationship withJustice Nightingale isprejudicial toZariaandhowthefile
hasbeenhandled iscompletely unfounded. 

Theinformation stated inyour letter isincorrect.  SinceSeptember 2022, Ms. Grillohas
advised theWorker thatshehasnotbeenlivingatherapartment inHamilton andthe
Worker hasinfactmetwith

AttheendofJanuary 2023, Ms. Gilloadvised theWorker thatsheandZariawere
moving toanewaddress, whichsheprovided, inCaledonia.Itdoesnotappearthat the
childresides inHamilton, butrather inCaledonia. 

TheSociety isplanning toclose itsfilerelated tothisfamily.  Todate, theSociety has
been involved onavoluntary basis; however, Ms. Grillo isnotresponding tothe

alsonotfacilitating supervised parenting timeforMr. Newton asoffered bytheSociety.   
Therenolonger appears tobevoluntary involvement.   

Given theSoci
reason fortheSociety tobecome moreintrusive.  Theparents havedisclosure ofthe

issues through thefamilycourts where thebest interest ofthechildwillbedetermined. 

Yours truly, 

Alexis Kinnear
SeniorCounsel
AK:af
Pc:A. Ciccone / J. Chooi-Harley

Melanie Grillo
Highlight



 

EXHIBIT D — Justice MacLeod Background / 1998 Norfolk Legal Network 

Document: MacLeod — Background Conflict — 1998 
Purpose: Establishes Justice MacLeod’s history with Cline, Backus, Nightingale and 
McArthur, his partnership beginning in 2004, his continuation with successor firms, and his 
prior role as overflow trial counsel for the Children’s Aid Society of Haldimand-Norfolk. 

  



Justice Fraser and her husband have two children who are both currently
attending Queen’s University.  Her greatest joy has been derived from
providing keyboard accompaniment for her children’s fiddle music at
numerous community events and fundraisers.

Justice Robert MacLeod was born in Port Arthur (Thunder Bay), Ontario.  He
was raised in the Haliburton Highlands where his father was a high school
English teacher and his mother was an elementary school teacher.

Justice MacLeod studied biochemistry at the University of Western Ontario and
obtained his Bachelor of Science in 1988.  He graduated from the University of
Western Ontario Law School in 1991 and was called to the Ontario Bar in 1993.

He articled with the London firm of Harrison, Elwood and joined them as a
litigation associate.  He moved to Norfolk County in 1998 in order to raise his
three children in a rural setting.  There he joined the Simcoe firm of Cline,
Backus, Nightingale and McArthur, becoming a partner in 2004, and remained
with them, and the successor firms, throughout his career.

Justice MacLeod has practiced exclusively in the area of family law.  He has
appeared before every level of Ontario court and is listed as counsel in over 40
reported decisions.  He was previously retained as overflow trial counsel for
the Children's Aid Society of Haldimand-Norfolk.

Justice MacLeod is currently the President of the Norfolk Law Association.  His
past community activities include volunteering as a board member of Ronald
McDonald House and as a coach and trainer for several Delhi and Brantford
minor hockey teams.

In his free time, Justice MacLeod can be found hiking and birding the
wonderful Long Point Biosphere, or fishing the inner bay of Long Point from
his kayak.

he joined the Simcoe firm of Cline,
Backus, Nightingale and McArthur, becoming a partner in 2004, and remained
with them, and the successor firms

retained as overflow trial counsel for
the Children's Aid Society of Haldimand-Norfolk



 

EXHIBIT E — Justice MacLeod / MHN Lawyers Profile 

Document: MacLeod — Partner at MacLeod Pereira Kinkel 
Purpose: Shows Robert MacLeod publicly listed with MHN Lawyers / MacLeod Hosack 
Nunn Pereira Kinkel LLP, including family-law practice and MHN email contact. 

  





 

EXHIBIT F — MHN Name Change / Successor Firm Network 

Document: MHN Showing Name Change to MacLeod and Kinkel Pereira and MacLeod 
Together 
Purpose: Shows the merger and successor-firm chain forming MHN Lawyers and places 
MacLeod, Kinkel, Pereira, and related lawyers in the same local MHN firm network. 

  



 

         



 

EXHIBIT G — Maria Kinkel / MHN Connection to Adam Newton 

Document: Maria Kinkel MHN 
Purpose: Shows Maria Kinkel emailing Adam Newton directly from an MHN address and 
signing as partner of MacLeod Hosack Nunn Pereira Kinkel LLP. 

  





 

EXHIBIT H — Jamie Pereira as Adam Newton’s Criminal Defence Lawyer 

Document: Jamie Pereira — AN Criminal Defence Lawyer 
Purpose: OPP report records that Adam Newton declined to provide a police statement on 
the advice of his lawyer Jamie Pereira. 

  





 

EXHIBIT I — Kathy Ferguson / Kathy MacLeod / MHN Office Administrator 

Document: Kathy (Ferguson) MacLeod 
Purpose: Shows Kathy Ferguson / Kathy MacLeod identified as Office Administrator at 
MHN Lawyers since 2009 and supports the spouse / household / professional overlap with 
the same MHN firm network. 

  



Kathy (Ferguson) MacLeod – MHN Lawyers O ice Administrator since 2009 

 

 



 

 



 

EXHIBIT J — Justice MacLeod Confirms Nightingale Ties at Trial 

Document: MacLeod Confirms Personal Ties to Nightingale 
Purpose: Trial transcript confirming Ryan and Leanne Nightingale were on Adam Newton’s 
witness list, Ryan Nightingale is Justice Nightingale’s son, and Justice Nightingale was 
Justice MacLeod’s former law partner for approximately 12 years. 
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WEDNESDAY, MAY 14, 2025

CLERK REGISTRAR:  Good morning, Your Honour.  This 

is the matter of Newton and Grillo.  

THE COURT:  Good morning, everyone.  

GROUP RESPONSE:  Good morning, Your Honour.  

THE COURT:  Okay.  That's good.  Okay.  Can we 

toggle between that and my screen?  Or is this 

permanent now?  

CLERK REGISTRAR:  Oh.  Oh, it's...

THE COURT:  They've given me that screen too.  

CLERK REGISTRAR:  Yeah.  I think they mirrored all 

three of them.  So that's the witness stand as well 

as that screen.  I can, can reach....

THE COURT:  Can we, can we undo this one?  

CLERK REGISTRAR:  Let me, I can reach out....

THE COURT:  I mean, well, just whenever, but, yeah, 

I, I, I need this screen for my own use.  

CLERK REGISTRAR:  Fair enough.  I'll, I'll reach 

out.  

THE COURT:  I can see that one fine.  Okay.  You're 

calling Ryan and Leanne Nightingale?  

M. RASHEED:  No, Your Honour.  It's Dr. Dhalla 

who's on the....

THE COURT:  No.  No.  I mean, I'm just looking at 

the eventual list.  

M. RASHEED:  Oh, yes.  Yes, Your Honour.  We have 

provided a complete list with the, with the 

tentative dates and order.  

THE COURT:  All right.  You're, are you aware 

that's Justice Nightingale's son, who is, Justice 

Nightingale was my former partner.  Ryan 

Nightingale is his son.  I have no personal 

Melanie Grillo
Highlight

Melanie Grillo
Highlight
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relationship with Ryan Nightingale whatsoever, but 

I just thought I'd let you know that.  Any issue?  

I don't know his wife at all.  I assume Leanne's 

his wife.  

M. RASHEED:  Yes, Your Honour.  Leanne Nightingale 

and Ryan Nightingale are married.  They have 

personal knowledge of some crucial....

THE COURT:  Yeah.  That doesn't matter.  What 

matters is that I'm just telling you that....

M. RASHEED:  I understand now.  

THE COURT:  Yeah.  Yeah.  

M. RASHEED:  It's our understanding that neither of 

them have a personal relationship with Your Honour.  

THE COURT:  I, I'm saying that they don't.  

M. RASHEED:  And — yes.

THE COURT:  I don't know them at all.

M. RASHEED:  And that's our understanding as well.  

So I'd let my friend speak on....  

B. FORTINO:  Yeah.  I don't, I don't, I have to 

consider that, Your Honour.  I'm not, not, I, I 

don't know what to make of that.  I think you're 

saying this is Justice Nightingale's....

THE COURT:  Ryan Nightingale is Justice 

Nightingale's son.  

B. FORTINO:  You, you were, were you partners with 

Justice Nightingale?  Sorry.  I, I'm trying to go 

back or go back....

THE COURT:  Justice Nightingale and I were partners 

for about 12 years.  

B. FORTINO:  Okay.  I'm going — yeah.  And I think 

I recall that.  Can I just consider this?  I don't 

know what to do about that.  I'm not, not going to 

Melanie Grillo
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complicate matters, but I do want to get

instructions, Your Honour, respectfully, if I can.  

I saw the names.  I didn't realize....  

THE COURT:  I'm, I'm telling you it's not a — but I 

don't think there's an appearance of conflict 

either.

B. FORTINO:  Okay.  

THE COURT:  Because I don't, he's, he's my child's 

age.  Like, I don't know the man, so.  

B. FORTINO:  Oh, I see.  Okay.  Okay.  

THE COURT:  But if, if it's going to be an issue, 

you should talk to your friend about it.  

B. FORTINO:  Yeah.  Yeah.  No.  I....  

THE COURT:  Because there are options to avoid it.  

B. FORTINO:  Yeah.  No.  No.  I understand, Your 

Honour.  I....

THE COURT:  Don't call him, but.  Yeah.

B. FORTINO:  I, I, I, I didn't anticipate, sorry, 

at this point that, that question.  So I, I will,

all I ask is just to let me, let me speak to my 

client so I can, before I make any commitment, Your 

Honour.  

THE COURT:  Yeah.  Okay.  

B. FORTINO:  I can tell you in terms of witnesses, 

Your Honour, if I may if we're talking out of 

order, I, I don't, I will not be asking questions 

of Chris Gittemeier (ph) or Kylie Derbyshire (ph).  

I just received those instructions.  And I think 

they're two witnesses, they're very small 

affidavits, and I, and I won't be asking any

questions.  

THE COURT:  So numbers five and six for today...

Melanie Grillo
Highlight

Melanie Grillo
Highlight

Melanie Grillo
Highlight



 

EXHIBIT K — Adam Newton Confirms Leanne / Halle Nightingale Connection 

Document: AN Document Confirming Halle Sleepover 
Purpose: Adam Newton identifies Leanne Nightingale as Halle’s mother, describes Halle 
as Zaria’s best friend, states Leanne and Halle spent significant time around him and Zaria, 
and confirms Halle had a sleepover at his house. 

  



 

Topic 2 – Zaria “shutting down” when asked about me 

Both Brianna and Cheryl have mentioned on more then 1 occasion that Zaria doesn’t respond or isn’t 
willing to talk about me when asked questions. This statement appears to be working against me and 
what I’d like you too look into is that fact that the same thing happens when you ask Zaria about her 
mom when she’s with me.  I’m very close with a couple of families that have children of the same age 
to Zaria and she’s become good friends with there kids.  The Moms of these families have been very 
kind to Zaria and have on occasion asked about if she does certain things with her mom i.e. cook, clean, 
etc. 

I’d ask that you speak to the following 2 individuals about this. 

Leanne Nightengale – 905-536-5164 (Leanne is Halle’s mother who is zaria’s best friend and has spent a 
lot of time around myself and Zaria and in fact Halle has had a sleep over at my house. 

Katy Kelly – 519-429-9552 (Katy is Calums mom and are my neighbours and have spent a lot of time with 
myself and Zaria.   

These women could both other similar experiences with Zaria and I’m sure would be willing to speak to 
my character and thoughts of me as a father and I believe they’re opinions should matter with the 
amount of time Zaria and I have spent around them. 

 

Melanie Grillo
Highlight



 

EXHIBIT L — Halle Nightingale / Zaria Disclosure-Related CAS Notes 

Document: Halle Nightingale — Zaria Interview 
Purpose: CAS notes regarding Zaria’s disclosure context, including references to another 
child being present and sleeping over, supporting the relevance of the Halle / Nightingale 
evidence. 
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EXHIBIT M — OPP / CAS Child Interview Coordination 

Document: Halle Nightingale — Interview 
Purpose: Records OPP and CAS communications about child interviews, lack of available 
trained child interviewers, and CAS employee involvement in the investigative process. 

  















Excerpt from Newton's Affidavit dated Nov 11 - under "Topics" document



 

EXHIBIT N — CAS Verified Sexual Harm on a Balance of Probabilities, then  

Revised Finding to “Inconclusive”  

Document: Original CAS verification letter / CAS outcome-change records 

Key sequence: 

1. Oct. 26, 2022 — CAS confirms verified sexual harm.  

2. Nov. 3, 2022 CPIN — CAS records verification on a balance of probabilities.  

3. Feb. 16, 2023 — ICRP revises outcome from verified to inconclusive.  

4. Feb. 23/24, 2023 CPIN — CAS confirms “inconclusive” means “we don’t know what 
happened” and is “not unverified.” 

Purpose: Establishes that CAS/CFSGE initially verified sexual harm involving Adam 
Newton, including on a balance of probabilities, then later revised the outcome from 
“verified” to “inconclusive” through the ICRP process. This exhibit also confirms that CAS 
described “inconclusive” as meaning “we don’t know what happened” and “not unverified,” 
undermining any claim that the later label cleared Mr. Newton or meant the abuse did not 
occur. 
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